
Empowering Communities
Through Independent Journalism

Spotlight Delaware is a 501c3 nonprofit organization







Collaborative nonprofit
newsroom
Engaging, empowering and
connecting communities
Audiences:

- Communities historically
underserved by the media
- Policymakers/influencers

SHINING A LIGHT ON
CRITICAL ISSUES

INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM

EXPLANATORY JOURNALISM

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT



Engaged 300 Delawareans
Sept. 2021-June 2022

One-on-one interviews
Focus groups
Text message surveys
Analysis of public data

BUILT ON COMMUNITY
LISTENING

DESIRE FOR MORE LOCAL NEWS & INFO:

COLLABORATIVE

NONPROFIT MODEL

COMMUNITY-CENTRIC

EMPOWERING

GOVERNMENT

ACCOUNTABILITY

EDUCATION

LAND USE/DEVELOPMENT

Q U A L I T I E S I S S U E S



COMMUNITY-POWERED
JOURNALISM

500+ Delawareans engaged
25+ community conversations 
12+ community-powered articles
Dedicated Spanish-language events
and information
Monthly popup newsrooms
Live journalism events on key issues



BUILDING AGENCY
IN COMMUNITIES

Our stories feature short explanations of why 
they matter to Delawareans...

...and provide 
action steps 

to empower people
to effect the change
they want to see in
their communities.



Reporting on a voter registration error that could have
disenfranchised hundreds of Delawareans, prompting
Delaware officials to establish a Voter Protection
Hotline. 

Reporting on the jeopardized future of Georgetown's
pallet village, which has provided housing and
wraparound services for more than 130 people since
opening in 2023. At least four people signed up to
volunteer at the village following a link embedded in
this article.

Reporting on opioid grant allocations, raising questions
about recent spending and the oversight of Delaware’s
$250 million settlement to combat the substance abuse
crisis.

SPOTLIGHT DELAWARE:
EXAMPLES OF IMPACT

https://spotlightdelaware.org/2024/09/05/elections-error/
https://spotlightdelaware.org/2024/05/30/edgemoor-port-funding/
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https://spotlightdelaware.org/2024/08/08/springboard-village-future/
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https://spotlightdelaware.org/2024/10/04/wilmington-forecloses-congo-center/
https://spotlightdelaware.org/2024/05/30/edgemoor-port-funding/
https://spotlightdelaware.org/2024/05/30/edgemoor-port-funding/
https://spotlightdelaware.org/2024/05/30/edgemoor-port-funding/
https://spotlightdelaware.org/2024/05/30/edgemoor-port-funding/


SPOTLIGHT DELAWARE
BY THE NUMBERS
Since Spotlight Delaware launched March 1, 2024:

5,700 newsletter subscribers
36,000 unique monthly website visitors
250+ founding members 
200 articles published
Hundreds of Delawareans moved to civic
engagement



Can share all Spotlight content for FREE

Participate in collaborative editorial meeting led by
Spotlight Delaware editor to discuss community information
needs, share resources and foster partnerships

OUR PARTNER NEWSROOMS



OUR EDITORIAL TEAM

KARL BAKER
Senior Reporter
kbaker@spotlightdelaware.org
(Key Beat: Statewide Govt Accountability)

JULIA MEROLA
Reporter
jmerola@spotlightdelaware.org
(Key Beat: Education)

NICK STONESIFER
Reporter
nstonesifer@spotlightdelaware.org
(Key Beat: Land Use & Health Care)

JOSÉ IGNACIO
CASTAÑEDA PEREZ
Reporter
jcastaneda@spotlightdelaware.org
(Key Beat: Communities)

BRIANNA HILL
Reporter
bhill@spotlightdelaware.org
(Key Beat: Wilmington Govt Accountability)

JAKE OWENS

Editor in Chief
jowens@spotlightdelaware.org



OUR BUSINESS MODEL

Nonprofit
Revenue Streams

 Institutional Philanthropy
 Membership program
 Major gifts
  Events
 Sponsorships
 Sponsored Content



MISSION-ALIGNED
SPONSORED CONTENT

M A R K E T I N G  S T R A T E G Y

H I G H - Q U A L I T Y  C O N T E N T
P R O D U C T I O N  

D I S T R I B U T I O N  T O  H A R D - T O -
R E A C H  A U D I E N C E S



MISSION-ALIGNED
SPONSORED CONTENT

BENEFITS TO COMMUNITY
ESSENTIAL INFORMATION THAT ISN’T
“NEWS”

PAYWALL-FREE LOCAL NEWS

FINANCIAL
EDUCATION
HEALTH
ENGAGEMENT



MISSION-ALIGNED
SPONSORED CONTENT

BENEFITS TO ADVERTISERS

“A PLACE TO TELL OUR STORY”

HALO EFFECT

EFFECTIVE -- AUTHENTIC, TRUSTED SOURCE

HARD-TO-REACH AUDIENCE

CRA/TAX BENEFITS

PAYWALL-FREE LOCAL NEWS

EXPANDED MARKETING CAPACITY



CONTACT INFORMATION

ALLISON TAYLOR LEVINE
Founder & CEO

allison@spotlightdelaware.org 

+1.302.345.0589

Scan the QR code or visit
spotlightdelaware.org/newsletters

to sign up for our free newsletter.

FOLLOW US

mailto:allison@spotlightdelaware.org
mailto:allison@spotlightdelaware.org
http://spotlightdelaware.org/newsletters

